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571 June 3, 1898 

INDIA. 

Existence of plague at Calcutta suspected. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Calcutta, April 27, 1898. 

Sir : T have the honor to state that a number of suspicious cases have 
been reported to the health officer here within the past few days, but it 
has not been decided whether they are real plague or not, and it may 
be several days before the decision is announced. 

It would be a terrible calamity if it were to get into the densely pop- 
ulated native quarter of the city, with its narrow streets, reeking with 
filth, though the health officers are trying to put that quarter into a 
better sanitary condition, and are preparing to combat the disease 
should it make its appearance here. 

Should the plague break out here, the authorities have decided to 
adopt a different course from that pursued in Bombay, and, instead of 
segregation in all cases, to give the option between segregation and 
vaccination, believing the latter will be generally accepted by the 
natives and be more effectual, besides creating less friction. 

Plague once having a foothold here, it would be almost impossible to 
stamp it out in the crowded native quarter with practically no measures 
of sanitation. 

It would be disastrous to the business of the city which depends so 
largely upon its foreign commerce, as, of course, quarantine would be 
at once established against all ships sailing from this port. 

Should it be authoritatively announced as being here in epidemic 
form, I will immediately advise the Department by cable in accordance 
with paragraph 379 of Consular ^Regulations. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, E. F. Patterson, 

Consul- General. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Quarantine against the Hedjaz and Karachi on account of plague. 

Consulate-General of the United States, 

Calcutta, April 21, 1898. 
Sir : Inclosed herewith I have the honor to transmit, for the informa- 
tion of the Department, copies of notifications issued by the Government 
of Bengal Marine Department, enforcing quarantine against vessels 
arriving from Karachi and those from Hedjaz, i. e., pilgrimage from 
Mecca. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, B. F. Patterson, 

United Slates Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Indosure No. 864 — Marine.] 

Marine Department, Calcutta, April 18, 1898. 
Sir : I am directed to inform you that the officers under this department concerned 
have been instructed to treat the Hedjaz as an infected area within the meaning of the 
Venice sanitary convention regulations of 1897 and to strictly enforce against vessels 
arriving from the Hedjaz the rules for quarantine which are in force in the port ol 
Calcutta. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

T. H. Clowes, 

Under Secretary. 
The Consul-general for America. 
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[Inclosure No. 813— Marine.] 

Marine Department, Calcutta, April 14, 1898. 
Sir : I am directed to inform you that Karachi having been declared an infected 
port, the officers concerned have been instructed to strictly enforce the rules for quaran- 
tine in force in the port of Calcutta against vessels arriving from Karachi. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

T. H. Clowes, 
Under Secretary. 
The Consul-general for America. 

JAPAN. 

Sanitary report from Yokohama — Plague increasing in Hongkong. 

United States Mabine-Hospital Service, 

Yokohama, Japan, May 11, 1898. 
SiE : I am unable to forward my regular report of infectious disease 
by this mail, but am able to state that the few cases of cholera, noted in 
my letter of April 29, as having occurred in Tokyo and Yokohama, 
have, since that date, been followed by no others of undoubted genuine- 
ness. The sanitary condition throughout the Empire, with the excep- 
tion of Formosa, where the plague appears to be slowly but steadily 
increasing in severity, is, on the whole, very satisfactory. 

The increasing prevalence of plague in Hongkong at a time when, as 

at present, an unusual number of Chinese passengers are going to 

United States ports, calls for special strictness in the examination of 

vessels, which I am endeavoring to enforce. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople — Case of plague at Suez. 

Legation of the United States, 

Constantinople, May 10, 1898. 
Sir: I beg herewith to inclose report No. 191 of Dr. Zavitziano 
of the International Sanitary Commission. I call your attention to the 
fact that there has been 1 fatal case of bubonic plague on a steamer at 
Suez. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

James B. Angell. 
Hon. Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure— Report No. 191.] 

Constantinople, May 8, 1898. 

As I have already stated in my previous report, there has not been any fresh bubonic 
plague in Djiddah since the 19th of last April, for at yesterday's sitting of the Inter- 
national Sanitary Commission it was decided that Dr. Cozzonis, the inspector-general of 
the sanitary administration, will come back to resume his duties of general inspectorship. 

At the same sitting there was communicated the news of the appearance of bubonic 
plague at Suez (Egypt) among the men of the Egyptian steamship Mahale which 
arrived from Djiddah. She left the latter place on April 23 and arrived April 30 at 
Suez, where, after a medical inspection, she got free pratique. May 5 one of the fire- 



